
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share a concern with  
you. 
 
As you may know, The Amateur Radio Service is a great asset to the  
United States of America. Better known as "hams", members of The  
Amateur Radio Service are licensed by the Federal Communications  
Commission and required to advance radio science, foster good will  
and most importantly, serve the community in times of need by  
supplying secondary and sometimes the primary means of  
communication to local, state and Federal agencies. 
 
Ham radio operators volunteer their own time and equipment to serve  
the country at no cost to the tax-payer and provide critical  
services to hospitals, emergency operations centers and national  
agencies like FEMA, NASA, the Armed Services and the National  
Weather Service just to name a few. The amateur radio community  
stands ready to assist the nation when called on. Unfortunately,  
that readiness and ability are being threatened by an initiative  
currently before the FCC. 
 
Broadband over Powerline (BPL) is a technology that allows high- 
speed internet service to be distributed through existing  
electrical power lines by transmitting that information using high- 
frequency electrical signals. The frequencies that are being  
proposed for this application are the exact same frequencies used  
by The Amateur Radio Service as well as the Armed Forces, broadcast  
television and the radio systems used by some public 
service agencies such as fire, police and public works. 
 
If this technology is approved for use by the FCC (proceeding #03- 
104), it would not be an exaggeration to say that The Amateur Radio  
Service would cease to function as it does today. The service  
provided to the community by hams would be severely hampered due to  
the interference from this technology. Long distance radio  
communication would be essentially impossible. 
 
As you can see, this poses a major threat not only to the amateur  
radio community but the community in general. 
 
Recently The Department of Homeland Security recognized The Amateur  
Radio Service as an affiliate member of The Citizen Corps as well  
as providing funding for certification training in Emergency  
Communication. With endorsements like this it is hard to believe  
that The Amateur Radio Service is in danger of being crippled to  
such a degree. 
 
I am asking for your help in this matter in the hopes that your  
efforts can prevent this technology from being approved by the FCC. 
 
The bottom line is.... NO TO BPL!! 
 
If I can be of any assistance or if I can provide any additional  
information, please let me know. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Ulis Fleming 



Radio Amateur: K3LU 
 


